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process when they will go to the polls in the 
first Presidential election since the end of the 
civil war and the signing of the peace accords. 

The economies of these nations which were 
served a severe setback last Fall when Hurri-
cane Mitch devastated the region, seem to be 
making a solid comeback as growth, albeit 
slow, is being achieved through a combination 
of liberalization, modernization and privatiza-
tion. The peoples of the entire region should 
be commended for their resiliency in the wake 
of such a total tragedy. Further, it would ap-
pear that in general, an awareness and re-
spect for human rights is on the increase. No-
where has this been more obvious than in 
Honduras and especially in Guatemala where 
that nation has opened itself to a comprehen-
sive review and scrutiny of its past human 
rights record. Significant U.S. financial commit-
ment to this process as well as to programs 
we are funding in Nicaragua and El Salvador 
are clearly helping make these efforts suc-
cessful. And finally, the militaries of several of 
these nations seem to have accepted their 
new roles in a democracy and under civilian 
leadership. This has been the case in Hon-
duras, Guatemala and Nicaragua and was es-
pecially true during the post-Hurricane Mitch 
rebuilding effort. 

This is not to say that there are not prob-
lems. Drug use and crime seem to be on the 
increase everywhere and nagging problems of 
poverty, unemployment, illiteracy and infant 
mortality persist. But on the whole, Central 
America has moved beyond the crisis period 
of the past fifteen years and has given us 
great cause for optimism. 

Mr. Speaker, while I speak of the important 
progress Central America is making in the 
support of democracy, I would be remiss if I 
failed to mention Panama as well. As the 
House knows, Presidential elections were re-
cently held in Panama and, like its other 
neighbors, free, fair and transparent elections 
were also the rule of the day. I want to take 
this opportunity to congratulate the people of 
Panama as well for their commitment to the 
democratic process and to congratulate Presi-
dent Moscoso on her election as the first fe-
male President of Panama. We want to wish 
her well and offer our Subcommittee’s help in 
any way to continue a strong U.S.-Panama re-
lationship into the new millennium. 

Mr. Speaker, on the occasion of the cele-
bration of their independence, I want to con-
gratulate each of these nations for the 
progress they are making and to express my 
hope that they continue on this impressive 
path. All of the nations and people of Central 
America should be proud of what they have 
accomplished to date. We encourage them to 
continue down this path and we continue to 
offer our strong encouragement and assist-
ance. 
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Mr. NEAL. Mr. Speaker, I would like to take 

this time to acknowledge the outstanding con-

tributions Claire L. Cummings and Mary 
Constantino have made to the second con-
gressional district of Massachusetts, to our 
state, our nation, and the Democratic party. In 
particular I would like to recognize their long-
standing service on the Milford, Massachu-
setts Democratic Committee. 

The Milford Democratic Committee assists 
the Democratic party and their candidates in 
reaching the citizens of Milford with the mes-
sage of the Democratic party. Both Claire and 
Mary have worked hard to extend the mes-
sage of the Democratic party into the Town of 
Milford. 

Claire L. Cummings has been an active 
member of the Milford Democratic Committee 
for thirty five years. Prior to being a member 
of the Democratic Committee Claire was ac-
tively involved in her community, attending 
and participating in Milford Town Meetings. 
She was also the first woman in Milford to run 
for the office of selectman. It was at this time 
the Milford Democratic Committee asked 
Claire to become a member of the committee. 
Claire L. Cummings has made it a point to at-
tend every Democratic state convention, and 
particularly remembers the National Presi-
dential Convention of Lyndon B. Johnson. 
Outside of politics she was involved in other 
community service groups such as: the Demo-
cratic Women on Wheels and the Telephone 
Pioneers of America. 

Mary Constantino began her political career 
at the early age of eighteen. Mary has worked 
hard for the Milford Democratic Committee, 
going door to door asking for votes. She has 
also been influential in persuading many to 
join the Democratic party. In all of her thirty 
five years of membership she has never 
missed a Democratic convention held in Mil-
ford, Massachusetts. Mary is also involved in 
her community in many other ways. She has 
been a member of the Grandparents for Lit-
eracy group, and was honored by the Jaycees 
for her work with children. She was named 
Woman of the Year by the American Heart 
Association, in honor of her eighteen years of 
service. Mary Constantino is an asset to the 
town of Milford and the state of Massachu-
setts. 

Both Claire L. Cummings and Mary 
Constantino are assets to the Milford Demo-
cratic Committee, their state, and our nation. I 
am pleased to recognize the contributions of 
both of these women to the second congres-
sional district of Massachusetts. 
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Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
celebration of the Annunciation Parish Com-
munity as it celebrates its 75th year of dedi-
cated service to the West Cleveland commu-
nity. 

The Annunciation Parish Community, 
through its ‘‘willingness to bear Jesus to the 
world,’’ has served as a center for the reli-

gious expression and the spiritual growth of 
the West 130th and Bennnington communities. 

Through the rite of Baptism as well as con-
versions, Annunciation has brought many 
members of the community into the Catholic 
faith. Throughout the years, Annunciation has 
served as a center of spiritual and religious 
growth within the community through the rites 
of Eucharist and Confirmation. Also, Annun-
ciation unites Catholic members of the com-
munity through marriage, offers spiritual par-
dons through confession, as well as memorial-
izes the deceased through Christian burial. 

Annunciation has also educated generations 
of young men, women and children who have 
passed through the residential school over the 
last seventy years. In addition to teaching chil-
dren the fundamental academic disciplines, 
Annunciation has taught the importance of 
service to the community. Currently, Annun-
ciation is involved in helping to bring the Bel-
laire-Puritas Development Corporation and the 
Meals-On-Wheels to the area, providing their 
end of the month Neighborhood Meal, and 
monthly Food Collection and Hunger Collec-
tion, both of which are very supportive of the 
West Park Community Cupboard. 

It is evident that the Annunciation Parish 
Community has, over the years, played a cru-
cial role in the community, and that its many 
years of service have been an invaluable con-
tribution to the West Cleveland community. 
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Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Sister Brigid Driscoll for a lifetime of 
service and commitment to education. Sister 
Brigid has pledged her life’s work to furthering 
educational opportunity, especially for young 
women. She began her career at Marymount 
College in Tarrytown, New York as a mathe-
matics professor, and later became Academic 
Dean and Director of Continuing Education. In 
June, she retired from her twenty year post as 
President of Marymount College. 

I was moved to recognize the great accom-
plishments of Sister Brigid because she has 
been an important force in my life. Marymount 
College is my alma mater. Sister Brigid served 
as an advisor in my residence hall, Gailhac 
Hall, where her wisdom and guidance were 
often sought by myself and the other young 
women in the hall. Sister Brigid was the kind 
of leader who tested the will of the young 
women like myself. Back in those days, we all 
thought we knew everything. As we pushed 
the edge of the envelope, Sister Brigid pushed 
us right back. Sister Brigid was very familiar 
with some of the antics college women are in-
clined to participate in. One memorable 
evening, after a fire started in the lounge of 
Gailhac Hall, some of us went to alert Sister 
Brigid, however, it was the night before April 
Fools Day and she laughed it off, telling us to 
just ‘‘put it out.’’ After a few more minutes, 
when she began to smell the smoke herself, 
she burst out of her room, complete with her 
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